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NIGER DELTA DIALOGUE CONTACT GROUP MEETING REPORTS -====== 

PART A 

Niger Delta 
Dialogue 

Contact Group Meeting 

Held 

13th and 14th July, 2016 
Best Western Hotel, Udu, Warri, 

Delta State. 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR JULY 13TH - 14TH 

Programme for Day 1 Programme for Day 2 
Opening Prayer Opening Prayer 

Introduction Recap from Previous Day 

Opening Remarks Key Outcomes 

Goodwill Comments Discussion 

Report and Feedback Development of Work Plan 

Developments around the region Presentations 

Working Agenda and Programme Closing 
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MilER DEJ:m DIAI.OtlUE CONvu:r llROUP MEmNGI•POKIS 

INTRODUCTION 

0 ne of the ~ul1ons drawn ollt 
from 1he Uvo meeting of U'le 
Ni,serDelta DiaiOfi.W! held Or\June 

10, 2016 was dlat dle dialogue should 
continue by setting up a contact 
committee to mediate between 1he Niger 
Oeha <~~itators, c:ommunitie$ arid U'le 
felleral 8DVf!fnment of Nigeria widl U'le 
Involvement of the International 
community. The NIJI!r Defta Dialogue 
Contact Group WiiS set up, taklns some 
p;~rti'clpants tnlm the Uyo meeting. ilona 
widl llOtne nfW members to indude 
prellfoilSiv unrepresented c:onstlllJI!flcles. 
A t:wo-dav meeting was held on 13"' and 
14"' of Jutv 2016 at Best Wem!m Wetland 
Holief, Warn to draw up 1he ;genda and 
discuss the stratesv a Ad operation of U'le 
group. 

In addition to the Contact Group 
members, intemaliollal "senoers were 
preser\t from the EU, British HiJh 
Commission, American Embassy and 
Dutch Embassy. 
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OPENING AND GOODWILL MESSAGES 

Chairman- HRM King Alfred Diete Spiff 
HRM King Alfred Diete Spiff informed the 
gathering that the meeting is a follow up 
from the last one held in Uyo on lOth June 
2016. He said the essence of the two-day 
meeting is to give details of what has been 
done since the last meeting and to 
formally inaugurate the Niger Delta 
Dialogue Contact Group to interface 
between the ND communities/agitators 
and the federal government as suggested 
in the last meeting. He informed the group 
that the communique generated from the 
last meeting held in Uyo has been 
published in one of Nigeria's national 
dailies while the comprehensive report of 
the meeting was circulated to all 
participants and also handed over to the 

Presidency. He observed that the various 
actions of the youths in the Niger Delta 
region is 'a clear handwriting on the wall 
that if nothing is done and the youths are 
not engaged~ the effect may be too 
disastrous for Nigeria as a country'. He 
therefore emphasized that there is a need 
to intervene by bringing government and 
aggrieved persons to dialogue. He 
implored the Contact Group to act and 
give it their best. 

The Chairman Rivers State Council of 
Traditional Rulers~ HRM King Dandeson 
Jaja of Opobo; the Chairman Akwa-lbom 
State Council of traditional Rulers1 HRM 
Owong (Dr.) Effiong Bassey Achianga JP; 



and the Orodje of Okpe Kingdom Delta 
State HRM King Major Gen. Felix 
Mujakperuo (Rtd.) corroborated the 
Chairman's speech and urged the people 
of Niger Delta to work towards peace in 
the region. 

Chief Dr. Judith Burdin Asuni 
The Executive Director of Academic 
Associates Peace Works acknowledged the 
accessibility of the royal fathers especially 
that of the Chairman - HRM King Alfred 
Diete Spiff- who has used his personality 
and goodwill to facilitate the meeting with 
the President of Nigeria. She explained 
that this meeting is a follow-up and a 
fulfillment of one of the items under 
immediate actions recommended during 
the Uyo meeting that the dialogue should 
continue by setting up a committee to 
mediate between the Niger Delta 
agitators, communities and the Federal 
Government with the involvement of 
international community as observers. 

She said the members of the Niger Delta 
Dialogue Contact Group were individually 
picked, taking into consideration several 
factors such as variety of ages, 
constituency represented, etc. She also 
stated that the report emanating from the 
Uyo meeting has been delivered to every 
participant and also to the presidency in 
Abuja. She explained that during the 
meeting of the three-man team with the 
President of Nigeria, the President 
promised that a government 
representative would be nominated to 
work with the Contact Group. She 
acknowledged the challenge of funding 
for the Group and expressed hope that the 
international community and government 
will continue to support the Contact 
Group with funding. She concluded by 
saying that subsequent meetings of the 
Group will be announced and 
communicated earlier for members to 
prepare early to attend. 
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ISSUES R£QUIIJNG IMt.IIDIATE AITENT10N 

1. Nlserla Maritime Unlve~ 
2. Invasion of tile Gbaramatu 
3. lladv lanauage of lhe federal 

government 
4. Surveillance CXIIltracts 
5. Outstandii'IIJ debts on survelllam:e 

conti'<ICb 
6. Ceaseflre 
7. Awareness of responsibility of 

Nlpr Deltlltself 
8. Amnesty Prosramme Issues 
9. EnPJina IIJ)IItt'nors of Niaer Delta 

State 
10. Man~&llli the key players In the 

Conflict 
11. Fundlns'---------. 

NEXI'/SHORI'TERM ISSUES 

These are Issues that mn be attended to 
ln tile Ions run to promote sustalnal* 
settll!t'llent of tile Ni8J!t' Delta crisis. 
1. Oil Blocs 
z. LDcal Content/Community Content 
3. Fiscal Federalism 
4. Confab Report 

OVERARatiNG ISSUES 

These are the Issues that affect lhe whole 
of Niger Delta people. These issues as 
dlswssed In the meetlq are: 
1. Petroleum Industry Bill (PIBJ. 
2. Fundins gf the intententignist 

agencies. 
3. lnfrastructural Development of the 

Nlpr Delta rqlon 
4. TransparencyandAcoauntabllltyon 

the p;trtof NDstates 
5. Headquarters of International Oil 

Companies 
&. IDP alsls In Bakassl 

a) HRM KlnsAifnld DleteSplff 
b) HRM Owvns Gf Akwil·lbom 
c) HRM Dandeson Jaja of Opobo 
d) HRM Orodje of Okpe 
e) Chief lduh Amadhe 
f) Pastor Power Altnlshan 
B) felix TuodolG 
h) Morrts ldlovwha 
I) Senator Helen Esuene 

a) TK Ogodba 
b) Ani Esln 
c) Ben Donyesha 
d) Mort'l$ ldiovwha 
e) Dan Ekpeblde 
f) Annklo Brtas 
B) Chief Godspower Gbenekilma 
h) Chief Anabs Sara lsbe 
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BODY LANGUAGE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

The people of the Niger Delta 
perceive the body language of the 
federal government to be anti­

Niger Delta. Clues of negative body 
language of the Federal GoverAnment 
towards the Niger Delta region were taken 
from actions of federal government such 
as the termination of the Nigerian 
Maritime University Okerenkoko, skewed 
federal appointments, to mention a few. 
This feeling has reduced the confidence 
the people have in the government. The 
federal government should show goodwill 
to the people to correct the negative 

NIGERIAN MARITIME UNIVERSITY 

0 ne of the issues raised for discussion 
by the group was the Nigerian 
Maritime University in Okerenkoko. 

A short presentation was made on the 
University by Pastor P.Z Aginighan to enable 
the Contact Group to fully understand its 
significance to the entire Niger Delta region 
and the extent of infrastructural 
development of the University before it was 
closed down. It was disclosed that the idea of 
the Maritime University located in 
Okerenkoko was mooted by President 
Olusegun Obasanjo but implemented by 
President Jonathan. It was also disclosed that 
principal officers - Vice Chancellor and 
Registrar of the University- were appointed 
by the Jonathan administration as approved 
by Ministry of Education since the University 
did not yet have a constituted board. Allowing 
the University to continue will bring immense 
benefit to the Niger Delta communities and 
the Nigerian state. This includes manpower 
development, increased economic activities 
in the riverine communities, and increased 
development in the area such as link roads; 

impression. The followings were 
recommended: 
a) Mr. President should pay courtesy 

visit to Niger Delta. 
b) Government officials, especially 

federal government political 
appointees, should avoid making 
inflammatory statements. 

c) Government should avoid making 
contradictory statements. 

d) Government should follow official 
statements with immediate action 

e) Government appointments at the 
federal level should be inclusive. 

establish Federal presence in the creeks of 
the Niger Delta. The closure of the university 
was identified as a key issue that brewed the 
renewed armed insurgency in the Niger Delta 
and it was recommended that the federal 
government must take urgent action towards 
re-opening the University to immediately 
douse tension. The following were 
recommended to the federal government: 
a) The federal government should 
consider making a U-turn on its decision to 
close the Nigeria Maritime University in 
Okerenkoko as soon as possible. 
b) Federal government should also 
announce the take-off date of the University. 
c) The re-opening of the University 
should be backed-up with an Act of 
Parliament like other Universities in Nigeria. 
d) The training of the Amnesty 
Programme beneficiaries should be 
integrated into the University. 
e) Visual presentation should be made to 
Mr. President on the extent of infrastructural 
development of the University before its 
closure. 
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INVASION OF GIIARAMAlU ICIN6DOM 

SOldiers deployed to Gbaramatu kinl,dom 
tD apprehend members of Nll'!f Delta 
Avengers INDAI used brute force on 
civilian& such that It n!SUited In nlfulee 
crisis In the klnsdom. Furthermore, 
people of the lti nado m bitterly 
complained of arbitrary arrest of yolllhs, 
desecration of rellalous and traditional 
plaa!s and IDS& of rell&lous objects. It I& 
recommended thataavernment should: 
a) DemilitariseGbaramatu kinsdom. 

CEASEFIRE 
lbe ceaseflre declared by the federal 
government should cxmtlnue and should 
also be reclpnx:ated by the agrleved 
youths/•sltators by deslstlna from 
eontinuous attacks on oil infrastNCture. 
lbe soldiers should be committed tD the 
ceaseflre declared by the federal 
&CM~rnment and lllfraln from harassment 
ofthecltlzens. 

RSCALFEDERAIJSM 
lbe poup reiterated that It Is extremely 
expedient that fed11111l practloe In Nl&erla 
be restructured such that states are 
allowed to control rescu~Us in their 
domain and pay royally and tax tD the 
federal government. It Is only under this 
arrangement that sustainable peaoe and 
development can be attained In Nllerla 
and the Niaet Delta rqionSjlecifically. 

b) Send relief materials to the 
displaced persons. 

c) Reduce pressure on 1bmpolo 
d) Government should lnvestl&ate 
alleptlon of theft of rell&lous and 
traditional objects such as the Golden 
sword of Ecbesu deity, royal boats of the 
Klns of Gbaramatu Kl!lldom, m.. by the 
soldiers and ensure that these Items are 
returned to the people. 

••• 
t A !!l"''""9 

PeaceWarb Team with 
Klns Dlete Spllf 
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NIGER DELTA DIALOGUE CONTACT GROUP MEETING REPORTS 

NIGER DELTA DIALOGUE CONTACT GROUP (NDDCG) 
ACTION PLAN JULY 14, 2016 

ITEMS What ActioB Whell EIJJected Oltteomes 
Nigerian Maritime University • Reinstatement of the University and Ail early as • People of the Niger 

announcement of take-off date of possible Delta will have more 
academic activities. confidence in the 

• The establishment of the University federal government 
should be supported with an Act of and this will help 
Parliament like other UniveJllities in build peace. 
Nigeria. • The project will bring 

• The trainees of the Amnesty should be more of federal 
integrated into the University presence to the creeks 

• The president should be informed of the of Niger Delta region 

level of infrastructural development of especially Gbaramatu 

the University with visual evidence. kingdom. 
• It will boost the 

economy of the local 
communities around 
the University. 

Body language of Fed Govt (plus • Advice government against making Ail early as • Confidence is built on 
State Govts) inflammatory and contradictory possible government. 

statements. • Niger Deltans are 
• The President should initiate a move to appointed into key 

visit the Niger Delta region. federal positions. 
• Government should match their words 

with actions. 
• Engagement with Presidency, National 

Ailsembly and State Governments. 
• Presentation to the Governors Forum. 
• Government appointments at the federal 

level should be inclusive. 
• Disconnect between Government and 

the communities. 
Deal with the Gbaramatu Issues • Reinstate the Nigerian Maritime Ail early as • Deployment of relief 

University possible material and eventual 
Surveillance Contracts • Award contracts to the indigenes of the • The Niger Delta 

Host Communities. youths are engaged. 
• All outstanding debts owed to former 

surveillance contractors and other 
contractors by government and 
intervention agencies should be paid. 

Cease Fire • Both the federal government and the • Truce is achieved. 
agitators should embrace ceasefire. -
Before we can achieve cease fire from 
the freedom fighters, we need to see 
some action from the FG. 

• Government should desist from 
harassing ordinary citizens. 

Responsibility of the Niger Delta • Acknowledgment of huge criminality in • Attitude of 
Region the Niger Delta region and separation of responsibility 

criminality from the actual struggle. becomes a nonn in 
• Denounce cultism, sea piracy and oil the Niger Delta. 

theft immediately. 
• The law should take it full cOIII'Be on the 

criminals. 
• There is a need for disarmament. 

Amnesty Issues • Only the DDR aspect ofthe Amnesty • Human capital 
Programme has been implemented by development ofNiger 
the government Other sides of the Delta youths is 
programme such as divestment, attained. 
remediation programme and • Proper exit strategy is 
infrastructural development neglected. developed. 

• More allocation should be allotted to the 
Amnesty Office to be able to function 
appropriately. 

• The Amnesty Programme should be 
broadened to a more inclusive 

9 



NIGER DELTA DIALOGUE CONTACT GROUP MEETING REPORTS 

8 Operational Headquarters of oil • The Presidency should be followed up to • More income is 
companies ensure that they act upon ensuring that oil generated for Niger 

companies have operational headquarters Delta states. 
in the Niger Delta. • Oil companies are 

more committed to 
theirCSR 

9 Engagement of State government • Niger Delta governors should be visited • Good governance is 
and the issues of transparency and by a delegation of the Niger Delta promoted. 
accountability to the communities Dialogue Contact Group. 

• All the Niger Delta States should create 
intervention agencies. 

• Niger Delta State governments should be 
connected and committed to their people 
through responsibility, transparency and 
accountability. 

• 13% derivation should go to the people at 
the community directly. 

• Niger Delta State governors should adopt 
the 23 point agenda on Financial 
Sustainability plan as a working 
instrument for building transparency and 
accountability in the region. 

10 Role of International Partners • Encourage government to dialogue • The Contact group is 
• Encourage government to engage the given recognition and 

Niger Delta Dialogue Contact Group in enabled. 
dialogue. 

• Help bring in experts. 
• Link the Contact Group up with other 

available funding opportunities. 
• Encourage government to adopt, imbibe 

and obey international treaties and 
110licies. 

11 Funding • State governments of the Niger Delta • The Contact Group is 
state should be approached for funding. able to function and 

• Federal government agencies such as implement its action 
NDDC, Amnesty Office, Ministry of plan. 
Niger Delta, ete should also be 
approached for fun.diilg 

10 



Day2 

NIGER DELTA DIALOGUE CONTACT GROUP MEETING REPORTS 

PARTB 

Niger Delta 
Dialogue 

Contact Group Meetings 

Held 
19th and 20th September, 2016 

Elkan Terrace Hotel, Port Harcourt 

Table II: Adopted Agenda for Day-Two of the Third Working Meeting of NDDCG 

SIN Pro2ramme of Event Anchor Person 
1 Welcome Address His Majesty King Alfred Diete-Spiff 
2 Introduction to the NDDCG Chief Dr Judith Burdin Asuni 
3 Progress Report on the Action Plan Amb. Nk:oyo Toyo 

• Group A 

• GroupB 
4 Comment/Question on NDDCG Amb. lgali 
5 Report by Pa EK Clark-led Group -
6 Comments/Question on EK Clark Group 
7 Comments by Government Officials 
8 Comments by International Partners 
9 Analysis of Collective Effort to date Chief Dr Judith Asuni 
10 Analysis of Emerging Issues Amb. Nk:oyo Toyo 
11 Analysis of Upland Attacks in Delta State Hon. Morris Idiovwa, Chieflduh and Uche 

lfukor 
12 Ogoni Update Legborsi Saro Pyagbara 
13 Cross River/ Akwa-lbom Militancy Chief Ani Esin, Michael Ekpo and resource 

persons from Bakassi 
14 Bakassi IDPs Chief Ani Esin 
15 Next Steps Amb. Nk:oyo Toyo 



PROGRESS REPORT ON THE JULY ACTION 
PLAN 
Ambassador Nkoyo Toyo reviewed the 
action plan of the Group with a view to 
updating the PNDG that was joining the 
Contact Group for the first time. She 
explained that the Uyo meeting took an 
overview of the region and developed a 
comprehensive report. The Warri meeting 
distilled the issues that came up from the 
Uyo meeting and prioritised them into 
issues requiring immediate attention, 
medium term issues and the overarching 
issues. The immediate issues were used in 
developing the action plan for the group. 
The work plan was distributed to all 
present, and additional suggestions from 
the new members were accepted. An 
update on the activities of the sub-groups 
was also given by their leaders, also with a 
view to carrying the new members along. 
In the report of the activities of the PNDG, 

the leader of the delegation expressed 
that the group has been doing similar thing 
as NDDCG. He therefore adopted the 
action plan of the NDDCG as the working 
document of the partnership. 

PROGRESS SINCE JULY MEETING 

1. Ceasefire from the Niger Delta 
Avengers: One of the successes of the 
Niger Delta Dialogue Contact Group is the 
declaration of ceasefire by the leadership 
of the Niger Delta Avengers. This was a 
collective effort of our Group B along with 
other stakeholders in the region. 

2. Successful hosting of successive 
meetings: A major achievement of the 
NDDCG is the successful hosting of three 
meetings in Uyo, Akwa-lbom State, Warri, 
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Delta State and now Port Harcourt. Rivers 
sme. These meettnas haw: .tforded the 
II'OUP the opportunity to plan and 
stl"'ltqqse elfec:tll;etv. The Wll n1 meetln1 
also resulted In analysis of key Issues of the 
J'I!IIOn and development of an action plan 
to addii!SS them. 

3. Acdve Enaqemern wtdl Fedenl 
Gcntemment: Similarly, one of the major 
achievements of the group IIi that the 
Group has &oellolely ei'IPJII!d with the 
federal covernment since inception. 
Mambars of tha 1roup mat with tha 
President on 3d" of June 2016 and with 
Hon. Minister of Slate for Petroleum on 4• 
and~ ofAu&ust. 2016. 

4. Proposed Establllhment of the 
lniiii"MinllllllrW Dlalaaua Taam: Another 
major achievement of the COntact Group 
so far Is the proposed establishment of 
~QWmment dialogue team to work with 
the Contact Group. This was attained 
mainly owl ns to the engqement of the 
Kln1 Dlette-Splff-led team with the 
P1'1!11idency. The Pruident has assenb!d to 
the establishment of inteNninisterial 
team to work with the NDDCG and has 
dhected the Chief of staff to constitute the 
tNm. HOWI!VI!!r. the formation of the team 
byttte Ollefof Stafflsstlll bel I'll awaited. 

s. Propased Nipr O.lta summit: An 
additional major achievement of the 
contact Group and Its sub-committees Is 
the propgted Niger Delta summit. While 
mnc:eptlon and formation of the Sum mit 
may not hiM! been d lrectly Influenced by 
the COntact Group, the peace •dvocacy of 
the Group since July 2016 obvious is a 

maJor voice that necessitated the 
formation of the summit. Furthennore, 
the lrMtalfon of members of the Group to 
the Summit Is a remt~nltlon of the Group's 
effort to broker peace In the Nlpr Delta 
f1!1ion. It shows the credibility, reii!Yilnce 
and leaitimacy of the Group amona other 
self-«YYed aroups. 

6.. Release of the 10 Gbararnal!..l boys 
and return of looted properties: Some of 
the roy;~~l bam reportedly looted by the 
iiiVildin, military personnel in Gbaramatu 
Klnadom have been released. The 10 boys 
who -re reported to have been tiiJII!d 
membe111 of the AveRII!111, arrested and 
de1:11 I ned have also been released ow1111 
Ia rtll!lv to the efforts of the COntilct Group 
so far. 

7. Outreach to Other Stakeholders; 
The Group hu also actively eniiJII!d and 
collaborated with oUter stabholders who 
have similar Interest to engender peace In 
the Nl14!r Delta especially with Pan Nlpr 
Delta Coastal States Stilkehalders 
consultative Forum (PN DCSSCF) led by 
Chief EK Oltk. The collabol'ltlon b~n 
the COntact Group and these 11'011 ps has 
resulted In active enpgement with 
-arteved youths and agitators and has led 
to the declaration ofceasefire by the Nlpr 
Datta Avenpl'll. 



-
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Dil)'two of the prosr;omme started by 9 am 
with the Introduction end famlllerlllltlon 
of the PN OCSSO: with the N DDCG. The 
Chalnnan of NDDOG, HIJ MaJ~ Kin& 
Alfn!d Diml!-5piff -lmmed PNDCSSCF. 
He spoke on the .sl&nlflc:;~nQ1 of IY"etiiY 
and col II bonotlon betwwn the two 1roups 
to form a formlda~ forte to broiler peac:e 
In the Nlpr Delta rqlon. He Implored the 
twD Jroups to 11!1! the mllabonrtian •• " 
'-Sity to douse the b,_lng tension In 
the Nlpr Dlllta Allllon 1nd to i8llll Nlprta 
from lmpendlns calam~ 
The head of the deleptlon of PNDCSSCF, 
Chief Fr~~ncis Doukpalo, •c:knowlecfaed 
that the -•n of PNDCSSCF r;, llsln line 
with that of N oocx; which 15 to brokl!r 
peace In the Nlpr Delta rqton. He 
Informed the ptherlnathat the aroup also 
m11de sure th•t 1111 oil-be•rins 
communities ;re Included In the 
memberlhlp of the 1roup which was 
formed In Benin. Edo 5~. He submitted 
that the p1r111ershlp and callabor~tlon of 
the Group with NODCG is -ICDmed •nd 

thllt the -rtdRJ plan al the NODCG has 
been <~dopted In the p;~rtnenhlp. 

Declantlon of •operation 
()acodn.. sm..,., It was noted that while 
effol15 are continuously millie to mike tile 
lllllrtwed alltltors shun bomblna: of tile 
Oil fadlltles and toe the line of dlalolue, 
the Nieerian Army hn dedared Operlltion 
Cnx:DdJie Smile •nd unlushed mlllbl"f 
h;11dware on the people of the rqlon. Jet 
bombers ara _, ftyln1 1t low r1n11 
Within the communnles, thus remlndlnl 
the people of the days of Blafra War. This is 
further jeap;~rdlzll'll the ~ peoa! Jn 
the reaton. 

:a. IAdl: of Coardlnnad RMpcnn from 
the Feclenl Gll\lll!tnme~1t: Government 
h•s 1'1!5ponded to the reni!WI!d lnsurpncy 
In the NJserDeltarqlon from 11W!Vflonb 
Without coordlrwtlon. For Instance, while 
the Presidency Is maldrw l!t'fort thi"OI.IIh 
the Office of the VIce President and Special 

Advisers, Dther ""'"'"'""'"' aaendes such 
• Minister of State for Peboleum, Oflke 
of the National Security Adviser and 
Vlrlous other qencles of IIM!mment and 
func.tl-rleJ are malclnc elfarts but they 
are larpfy una11:nflnllted. This Is milkfna 
the people think thit the federal 
10vernment Is not &erlous a bout 
dlala&ulna: wnh the people and 1t Is 
thwarlinc theelftlrtoftheConiXt Group 

t . Feer of Renewed Bomblns: 
Another maJor challen1e Is that 
ICM!mment Ill not mllklnc el'fealve end 
aood use oft he dedarauon of Cl!!a.seflre by 
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the Niger Delta Avengers to commence the 
process of dialogue by setting up its 
mediation team. Once the ceasefire 
elapses, bombing may re-commence. 
Seeking another round of ceasefire then 
may be difficult. 

4. Proliferation of Bodies seeking 
relevance: It was also acknowledged that 
there is proliferation of many groups 
seeking relevance and legitimacy to 
negotiate on behalf or participate in the 
propose dialogue between the Niger Delta 
people and the federal government. This 
has also affected the ability of the people 
of the region to speak with one voice. 
5. Resurgence of Militancy in the 
Upland Delta: Another challenge 
militating against the peace effort of the 
Niger Delta Dialogue Contact Group is the 
resurgence of militancy in the upland areas 
of Delta State, particularly in lsoko, Urhobo 
and Ndokwa areas. 

SUGGarrED\NAYSFORWARD 

1. The Chief of Staff should hasten to 
form the team of Federal 

Government representatives 
to address Niger Delta issues. 
2. The Contact Group should be wary 

of conflict entrepreneurs who may 
want to sabotage its peace efforts. 

3. Engagement with the presidency 
must be sustained. The group 
should work effectively with the 
Federal Government to make sure 
that the government makes 
effective utilization and full 
advantage of the ceasefire declared 
by the NDA to build sustainable 

peace in the Niger Delta. 
4. The group should participate in the 

forthcoming Niger Delta Summit 
but should adopt an effective 
strategy which will address the 
Niger Delta crisis holistically. It 
should incorporate other groups 
involved in similar efforts and 
ensure that everybody speaks with 
one voice at the Sum mit. 

5. Blaming and shaming approach 
should also be adopted to influence 
the federal government into making 
use of the ceasefire. 

6. A press statement stating the 
achievements and strategy for 
advancing forward for the group 
should be released after the 
meeting. 

ISSUES THAT HAVE EMERGED 
The meeting noted that other issues have 
emerged challenging the peace and 
security of the Niger Delta region, thus 
requiring urgent attention. The issues are: 

1. Ogoni Clean-up 
2. Legalframeworkforextractives 
3. Rising militancy and violence in the 

upland areas 
4. Climate change 
5. Flooding 
6. Food security 

The resolution taken on these issues is that 
two more sub-committees should be 
established. One is to see to the issues 
connected with rising tide of militancy, 
violence crimes in the upland areas and 
governance while the other one will also 
see to the issue of the environment 
(including climate change, food security 
and other related issues) and the on-going 
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c;le;~n up In Otlonhrnl· The essence of ltle 
farmltlon of these su!Kommtttees Is to 
pnente ISiiues and data lhllf wlllellow ltle 
Group present a very sti'IHIII'View ltlllf will 
lnfluelltA!!gwemment policies. 

COMMENIS BYGOVERNMENJOFACIALS 
There _,. vartous aovernment oftlclals 
pn~~ent. However, onlytwo spolcm because 
Clf 1he direct relewnoe of their Clfftces to 
the Nl&et" Delta ret1Dft.l1te Spedal AdVIser 
ID the President on Niter Deltll Al'f'lllrs, 
Brll. Gen. Paul Boroh spolle on the entire 
amnesty procramme and the effort of hfs 
Clfftce to douse 1he tel'lllon In 1he realon. 
He expressed that th~~: Federal 
Gcwl!mment of N lgerta Is yet to fully 
Implement the amnesty packlp. Heuld 
the diN nnament. d~~:mobilisation and 
relntepatlon BSpeCt of the amnesty 
pr'Oiramme has reached tha lrotatD llflon 
~· He expressed his delil,ht in ltl~~: 
pal'lnll!rshlp between PNDG and NDDCG. 
He notad ltlllf human capital development 
•nd lnfnstructural dl!ftlopment are Ja,yto 
hulfnt peace In 1he Nlpr Delta rqlon and 
that the present aovarnmant of the 
Federal Republic of Ni1eri a under 
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that these two problems are solwd. He 
concluded by thanking the ~ rtici~nts for 
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to honourtheSurnmitwlththeirpresence. 
He also lnforrnd the ptherlnl of 
qrlculture Intervention funds. which 
acmrdilll to him have been accesse<l by 1 

number of stites of Nl&l!rta but yet to be 
accessed by Ntaer Delta Stllf5. lastly, he 
urged the nwetlnc to come out with 
remmmendltlons and positions on thl! 
Issues causlrt11eNion In 1he Niger Delta In 
the farthcom1111 Surnmlt 
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COMMENTS BY INTERNATIONAL 
PARTNERS 

The members of the international 
community present in the meeting 
showered accolades and encomium on the 
participants of the meeting, especially the 
bold step taken by both groups to partner 
for the purpose of brokering peace in the 
Niger Delta region. They maintain that the 

issues of the Niger Delta region are 
paramount to the international 
community and that they will continue to 
do all that they can to help douse the 
tension in the region. They encouraged the 
group to ensure that gender is 
mainstreamed by ensuring that women 
are given more space and voice in the 
activities of the group. 
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SUMMARY OF CASE STUDIES PRESENTED AT 
THE 310 WORKING MEETING OF THE NIGER 
DELTA DIALOGUE CONTACT GROUP 

In-depth analyses of conflicts in Omoku and 
Ogoni in Rivers State; Bakassi in Cross Rivers 
State and Akwa-lbom State; and the upland 
area of Delta State were conducted. This was 
done with the specific purpose of enabling 
participants have good knowledge and 
understanding of the conflicts, the actors 
involved and to identify possible entry points 
to deescalatingthe conflicts. 

(A) RISING CRIMINALITY IN OMOKU 
COMMUNITY 

The presentation by Livingston Membere and 
Stanley Worahu showed that there are 
several well armed groups in Rivers State, 
especially in Mbiama, Ahoada, Omoku, 
Emohua and Kalabari that have the potentials 
of transmogrifying into dreaded militant 
groups like the Niger Delta Avengers (NDA), 
but they have been kept out of militancy for 
now because of the current political climate 
in the state and the patronage they enjoy 

from oil companies. However, they are 
involved in sundry criminalities like: 

1. Kidnapping 
2. Attacks on community vigilante groups 
3. Robbery 
4. Oil theft and illegal artisanal refining 

Causes of Rising Criminalities in Omoku 
Community 

1. Loss of control of communities by 
traditional rulers. 

2. Widespread poverty 
3. Unpalatable government policies such 

as demolition of waterfront areas in 
Port Harcourt by the immediate past 
regime in Rivers State. This led to the 
dispersal of armed groups to the 
creeks which led to sharp increase in 
oil bunkering and kidnapping. 

4. Cornering of opportunities like 
scholarship, employment, etc by 
community leadership and elites in 
Omoku. 

5. Disbandment of Omoku Youth Council 
by the government. This took away the 
voice oft he youths. 

OMOKU STAKEHOLDERS MAPPING 

~CONFLICT SITUATION 
===- ALLIANCE {STRONG RELATIONSHIP) 

--RELATIONSHIP 

' B R 0 KEN ALL lANCE 

_....,....___BROKEN RELATIONSHIP 

---NO RELATIONSHIP 
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6. Perception that armed insurrection 
commands more respect and is a 
source of income 

7. Patronage of armed groups by 
community leaders, politicians, elites 
and oil companies 

PARTIES/ ACTORS 
1. Don Wannie Group. 
2. Deegbam. 
3. The Icelanders 
4. Greenlanders. 
5. lgbudu Group. 
6. Killer Gang Bureau (KGB). 
7. Political Parties (Especially People's 

Democratic Parties and All 
Progressives Congress). 

Action So Far and its Effectiveness 
There is an on-going amnesty programme 
that is being implemented by the 
Government of Rivers State. However, this 
programme has not led to meaningful 
reduction in criminality. There is still 

widespread increase in robbery, kidnapping 
and other various crimes in Omoku 
community and the entire Rivers State. 

Suggestions 
1. The conflict in Omoku and other places 

in Rivers State should continue to be 
studied for adequate understanding. 

2. The Niger Delta States' governments 
should be approached and advised to 
take necessary steps to address rising 
tide of violence in their respective 
states. 

(B) UPLAND MILITANCY IN DELTA STATE 
This case study presentation by Hon. Morris 
ldiovwa, Chief lduh Amadhe, and Uche lfukor 
revealed the issues involved in the resurgence 
of militancy in upland areas of Delta State 
especially around lsoko, Urhobo and Ndokwa 
areas. It focused on the emergence of a new 
dreaded group domiciled in the upland areas 
of Delta State known as the Niger Delta 
Greenland Justice Mandate (NDGJM). The 
presentation traced the beginning of the 
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conflict to the over-concentration of amnesty 
largess on the riverine to the neglect of 
upland communities. This was further 
triggered by the commencement of militancy 
by the Niger Delta Avengers. 

Issues in Militancy in Upland Communities 
1. Exclusion of second and third phase 

ex-militants (who are basically from 
upland communities) from the 
amnesty programme. 

2. Award of pipeline surveillance to non­
indigenes of oil be a ring communit ies. 

3. Lack in t he upland communities of well 
structured community surveillance 
networks like those of the riverine 
areas 

4. Denial of ex-militants of upland areas 
the opportunity to handle pipeline 

security/intelligence surveillance 
contracts like their riverine 
counterparts. 

Manifestations of the Conflict 
1. Bombing of oil assets. 
2. Bombing of lsoko Development Union 

Secretariat. 
3. Strain in the relationship between the 

ljaw and the upland ethnic groups in 
Delta State. 

Actors/Parties 
1. Joint Task Force 
2. Government 
3. Second and third phase ex-militants in 

upland areas of Delta State. 
4. Cluster Development Board. 
5. Amnesty Office. 

STAKEHOLDERS MAPPING 

~ CONFLICT SITUATION 1z BROKEN ALLIANCE 

- ALLIANCE (STRONG RELATIONSHIP) BROKEN RELATIONSHIP 

--RELATIONSHIP - -NO RELATIONSHIP 
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6. Surveillance Contractors. 
7. Civil Society Organisation (such lsoko 

Development Union, Ndokwa Neku 
Union and Urhobo Development 
Union). 

8. Cluster Development Board 
9. Youth-at-risk. 

Recommendations 
1. Pipeline security and intelligence 

surveillance should be given to 
indigenes/communities to handle. 

2. Amnesty should embark on a 
reparation programme that will 
absolve and compensate the 
neglected ex-militants especially the 
tid and 3rd phase ex-militants. 

3. Joint Task Force should be disbanded 
and oil surveillance given to 
communities to manage. 

(C). BAKASSIISSUES 
This presentation by Chief Ani Esin, Michael 
Ukanga Ekpo and 2 community resource 
persons from Bakassi showed that the ceding 
of Bakassi to Cameroun owing to the 
judgment of the International Court of Justice 
and the signing of the Green Tree Agreement 
has transformed the Bakassi conflict. As a 
result, new conflict issues have emerged. 

These are: 
1. Creation of safe havens for hiding of 

armed groups to plan and unleash 
violence against the state as a result of 
lack of government presence 

2. Displacement of Bakassi people due to 
transfer of the territory to Cameroun 

3. Disruption of the Bakassi people from 
fishing which constitutes a major 
means of livelihood, thus resulting in 
economic crisis for the people. 

4. Environmental degradation resulting 
in loss of means of livelihood of the 
people. 

Outcomes of Hiding of Armed 
Groups in Bakassi 

1. Militants are taking over control of 
local governments in Cross Rivers State 
in situations not directly related to oil 
exploitation. For instance, it was 
reported in Nigerian newspapers on 
July 10 that militants identified as 
Bakassi Strike Force seized control of 
Bakassi and Akpabuyo Local 
Government areas which are two LGAs 
that share maritime boundary with 

Cameroun. 
2. Orchestration of Coup d'etat in states 

around the Gulf of Guinea. For 
instance, these armed groups were 
hired by some soldiers in Equatorial 
Guinea to invade the state and take 
over government. 

3. South East militants also use the place 
as a base. 

4. Increase in oil bunkering in the area, 
leading to exposure of the 
environment to degradation. This has 
had significant impact on fishing 
activities which are the strongest 
means of livelihood oft he people. 

5. Anarchy and failure of the state. 
6. Displacement of people and 

development of humanitarian crisis. 
7. Increase in kidnapping, armed 

robbery, gender-based violence. 
8. Disruption of economic activities in 

the areas. 

Recommendations 
1. The issue ofthe Green Tree Agreement 

must be revisited to allow for the 
inputsofthe Bakassi people. 

2. The armed groups operating in Bakassi 
are better engaged not by military 
operation but by a well orchestrated 
disarmament programme. 
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(D) OGONI CLEAN-UP UPDATE 
This presentation by Legbori Saro Pyagbara, 
the president of MOSOP, outlined the 
following. 
Significance of the Clean-Up 

1. It contributes to the process of 
peacebuilding in Ogoniland and the 
entire Niger Delta region. 

2. It is a remediation process for the 
environment that is already degraded. 

Challenges 
1. Politi cisation of the clean-up 

programme. 
2. Struggle among actors over the 

control of the remediation and clean­
up process. 

3. Increased security problems, crimes 
and conflict in Ogoniland. 

4. Recurrent militant insurrection. 
Issues requiring Urgent Attention 

1. Water scarcity. 
2. Decline in public health oft he people. 

Recommendations 
1. A comprehensive health study of the 

inhabitants of Ogoniland should be 
embarked on. 

2. Address water crisis as urgently as 
possible 

3. Control and ownership of resources 
should be given to state rather than 

federal government. 
WHAT NEXT 
The meeting also identified a number of 
steps/actions to be taken after the meeting. It 
was agreed that: 

1. The work of the sub-groups should 
continue. 

2. The two new sub-groups should swing 
into action immediately, namely on 
Environment and on Governance. 

3. More funding opportunities should be 
explored. 

4. The secretariat should arrange with 
the planner of the forthcoming 
Summit to see how they can be 
partnered for the success of the 
Summit. 

5. A direct meeting should be arranged 
with the Presidency- President or Vice 
President-aftertheAbuja Summit. 

The meeting ended around 4:13pm. This was 
followed by a press conference. 
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Press Statement Issued at the End of the third Working Meeting 
of the Niger Delta Dialogue Contact Group Held in Port Harcourt on 

Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th September, 2016 

1. The third working meeting of the Niger 
Delta Dialogue Contact Group (NDDCG) took 
place at Elkan Terrace Hotel Port Harcourt from 
Monday 191h to Tuesday 20th September 2016, 
under the Chairmanship of HRM King Alfred Dlete 
Spiff Chairman, Bayelsa Council of Traditional 
Rulers. In attendance were HRM King Dandeson 
Jaja of Opobo, Chairman Rivers State Council of 
Traditional Rulers; HRM Owong Dr. Bassey 
Achianga JP, Chairman of Akwa lbom Council of 
Traditional Rulers; Prince Yemi Emiko 
representing the Olu of Warri; HRM King Elder 
Captain Joseph Timiyan, the Ebenanaowel of 
Ogulagha, Delta State; as well as other members 
of the contact group. The meeting was also 
attended by the representatives of the Pan Niger 
Delta Coastal States Stakeholders Consultative 
Forum (NDCSSCF) led byChiefE.KCiark, as well as 
representatives of development partners -EU, 
US, UK, France and the Netherlands. A high level 
federal Government team led by Brigadier Gen 
Paul Boroh, Special Adviser to the President on 
Niger Delta Affairs and Coordinator of the 
Amnesty Programme, and Senator Babafemi 
Ojodu, Political Adviser to the President also 
participated in the meeting. 

2. The meeting reviewed the general 
security situation in the Niger Delta and 
afforded participants the opportunity to 
make valuable contributions on strategies 
towards attaining sustainable peace and 
development in the region. It was noted 
amongst other things, that the activities of 
the NDDCG have greatly contributed to 
creating a broad platform for effective 
engagement with the Government and other 
stakeholders regarding peace building in the 
Niger Delta. It was restated that the group 
remains focused on providing a forum for 
various concerned groups to engage in 

fruitful dialogue and consensus building in a 
bid to deescalate hostilities and conflicts in 
the Niger Delta. 

3. Participants at the meeting especially 
noted some of the achievements recorded so 
far as including: 

a. Successful hosting of the Niger Delta 
Dialogue in Uyo, Akwa lbom State on the 
101

h of June 2016 and the second meeting 
held in Warri, Delta State 13 and 14 July 
2016. 

b. Active engagement with Government 
including meetings with Mr. President on 
the 30 June 2016, Hon Minister of State 
Petroleum on the 4111 and 25th of August 
2016, and SA on Niger Delta on the 7th of 
September, 2016. 

c. Outreach to other stakeholders, in 
particular the Pan Niger Delta Coastal 
States Stakeholders Consultative Forum 
led by Chief E.K Clark and the decision for 
joint collaboration, partnership and close 
interaction with this group in particular. 
The meeting commended the 
contribution of the PN DCSSCF in 
successfully hosting series of meetings 
including the August 19 2016 meeting 
held in PTI Warri. 

d. Active contact and engagement with 
other stakeholders especially the 
aggrieved groups in the Niger Delta and 
the teamwork with all other relevant 
parties leading to the declaration of 60 
days ceasefire by the Niger Delta Avengers 
(NDA) and other groups. 

4. Going forward, the meeting resolved the 
need to consolidate on these achievements 
byfocusingon a number of activities: 
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a. Further strengthening of collaboration 
and synergy with the PNDCSSCF and work 
to produce a blueprint of fundamental 
issues for dialogue and measures to 
secure and sustain peace. 

b. Undertaking all needed follow-up and 
close monitoringoftheceasefire. 

c. Working with the FG to ensure that full 
advantage is taken to consolidate peace 
during this period of ceasefire - in this 
respect the meeting expressed concern 
that a clear-cut Federal Government 
negotiation team is yet to be put in place. 

d. The meeting noted regrettably that at a 
time when peace is being canvassed for, 
the Nigerian Army launched the so-called 
'Operation Crocodile Smile'. This has not 
helped to advance the spirit of confidence 
building and teamwork, which is needed 
to bring stability and peace to the region. 

e. The meeting also stated the resolve to 
participate effectively in the forthcoming 
Niger Delta Summit being organized by 
the office of the Vice President to be held 
in Abuja 26-27 of September, 2016, this is 
notwithstanding the fact that the summit 
is being planned to hold outside the Niger 
Delta, which as a confidence building 
measure should have been the right 
venue. The meeting therefore 

recommends to government a need to 
change the venue to a location in the Niger 
Delta. 

f. Working with state and local governments 
to address the worsening linkages 
between criminality, militancy, violent 
crimes and economic sabotage. 

g. Setting up a sub group to accelerate the 
process of understanding and possibly 
engaging with stakeholders connected 
with other emerging challenges to peace 
and security in the region including the 
upland areas and the rising tide of violent 
crimes and its overall impacts on regional 
peace and development. 

h. The setting up of another sub group to 
commence work on the issue of the legal 
framework for extractives, environmental 
matters including follow-up activities on 
the ongoing Ogoni cleanup being 
undertaken by the FG and its replication in 
other parts of the Niger Delta, climate 
change and food security. 

5. Realizing that peace building and conflict 
management efforts require sustained 
dedication of time and resources, the NDDCG 
restates its commitment towards following 
through with the process to its full 
realization. 
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